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improving his fortunes in Malwa. After a vain protest to
King Shahu, the high-spirited Maratha lent a willing ear
to the emissaries of the Nizam, It was agreed that
Trimbakrao Dabhade should march with all available
troops and effect a junction with the Nizam's army near
Ahmadnagar. Letters were also sent to Prince Sambhaji,
inviting his assistance. Bajirao's secret service was excel-
lent and he soon came to hear of this formidable plot and
informed King Shahu. On the other hand, Dabhade's
friends at court vigorously assured the king of the Maratha
chiefs loyalty. It was not he, they pleaded, who began
the quarrel, but Chimnaji Appa. The latter had entered
Guzarat, the province that by right of conquest belonged,
under the royal authority, to the Dabhade family. With
his habitual good sense Shahu brushed aside those plausible
quibbles. No matter what wrongs Trimbakrao Dabhade
had, retorted the king to the Deecan leaders, nothing justi-
fied his treason with the Nizarn and his seditious corres-
pondence with Sambhaji. Dabhade had chosen to have
recourse to arms and he would suffer the consequences.
The royal resources would be placed entirely at Bajirao's
disposal. Nevertheless Shahu was greatly averse from
civil warfare. Defeat meant the possible extinction of the
dynasty. Victory would hardly be less disastrous than
defeat, Bajirao and not the king would profit by the
former's success. On the 8th July 1730 Shahu summoned
to his camp at Umbrej Bajirao and Chimnaji Appa, He
ordered them to go with a field force to Guzarat, but to
neglect no means,of conciliating the enemy before attack-
ing him, The brothers agreed; but it was the height of
the monsoon and in the rainy season the roads of Guzarat
are impassable. Family affairs, too, contributed to delay.
On the 2nd August 1730 Rakhmabai, the wife of Chimnaji

disturbance in Malwa and plunder the country side9 Whatever money you have
collected, you must pay to Bajirao Pandit; otherwise he will collect an equivalent
from your private estates In future you most leave Malwa alone and, retiring to
j give no further canse for complaint."